
 

JOINT STATMENT OF THE PARLIAMENTARY OBSERVATORY ON CLIMATE CHANGE AND 
JUST TRANSITION (OPCC) 

On the occasion of the 30th Conference of the Parties to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP30) 

Belém do Pará, Brazil – November 2025 

Global Call for a more Just Climate Future 

Gathered in Belém do Pará, on the occasion of the 30th Conference of the Parties to the 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP30), we, parliamentarians 
of Latin America and the Caribbean, participants and allies of the Parliamentary Observatory 
on Climate Change and Just Transition (OPCC), reaffirm our conviction that climate action 
must be guided by justice, solidarity, and international cooperation. 

Convinced of the strategic importance of the Legislative Power to anchor climate ambition 
in legal, budgetary, and oversight frameworks capable of accelerating the transition toward 
sustainable, resilient, and low-carbon economies in a just, inclusive, and people-centered 
manner, 

Recalling and reaffirming the OPCC’s commitment as a space for interparliamentary 
cooperation, political dialogue, and shared information on climate and environmental 
legislation in Latin America and the Caribbean, 

Recognizing the historic role of Brazil and of our region in building global environmental 
governance, from the Earth Summit (Rio-92) and Rio+20, which laid the foundations for the 
2030 Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals, to the Paris Agreement, we reaffirm 
our commitment to multilateralism, to the full implementation of the Paris Agreement, and 
to solidarity-based cooperation among the countries of the Global South. 

Believing that our common future requires effective cooperation, equity, and political 
courage to turn commitments into action and promises into verifiable results to keep global 
warming below 2 °C, reverse biodiversity loss, and protect current and future generations, 

Through this Joint Parliamentary Statement for COP30, we launch a Global Call for a 
More Just Climate Future, urging all nations to join efforts toward a new development 

model that combines environmental sustainability, innovation and productive development, 
social inclusion, and climate justice. 

We hereby present the six pillars that guide the joint position of the parliamentarians of Latin 
America and the Caribbean at COP30. 

1. Reaffirmation of Multilateral Commitments 



 

We reaffirm our alignment with the 2030 Agenda, the Paris Agreement, the Escazú 
Agreement, the Sendai Framework, and UNESCO’s Global Alliance for Climate Education, 
recognizing that these instruments provide the normative and operational basis for 
implementing mitigation, adaptation, and sustainable development actions. 

We commit to translating international commitments into legislation, climate-sensitive 
budgets, and accountability mechanisms with clear goals and transparency, and we 
emphasize the importance of implementing the Escazú Agreement, protecting 
environmental defenders and ensuring access to information, public participation, and 
environmental justice. 

2. Latin American and Caribbean Context 

We note that Latin America and the Caribbean face deep structural inequalities exacerbated 
by the effects of the climate crisis, which amplifies forced displacement, biodiversity loss, 
water insecurity, threatening health, livelihoods, and widening social and economic gaps. 

We recognize that climate change is not neutral. Its impacts fall disproportionately on 
women, indigenous peoples, afro-descendant, rural, and peripheral communities. 
Therefore, climate justice cannot be separated from social, racial, and gender justice. 

Inspired by the concept of Pachamama, which recognizes the rights of the Earth, we reaffirm 
that protecting nature also means protecting the peoples who depend on it. Guaranteeing 
territorial and cultural rights is, in itself, climate policy. Indigenous peoples, afro-descendant 
communities, and traditional communities play an essential role in conserving ecosystems 
and achieving climate and biodiversity targets. 

We reaffirm that Latin America and the Caribbean constitute a unique repository of nature-
based solutions integrating science, innovation, and ancestral knowledge. The region’s 
biological, territorial, and cultural diversity, including the oceans and the small island 
developing states of the Caribbean, is a political and strategic strength that offers both moral 
and practical foundations to build a new climate paradigm centered on justice, solidarity, 
and respect for nature. 

3. Guiding Principles 

We reaffirm our commitment to the principle of non-regression: in the environmental sphere, 
by preserving and expanding safeguards for biomes, biodiversity, and natural resources; in 
the social sphere, by prioritizing vulnerable populations and confronting environmental 
racism; and in the economic sphere, by avoiding new technological dependencies and 
extractive models that constrain sovereignty and social cohesion in the global transition. 



 

We uphold the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities, recognizing historical 
and capacity-based inequalities. We urge developed countries to fulfill their climate finance 
commitments with fairness, adequate concessions, and without generating new debt. We 
advocate for diversifying funding sources, redirecting fossil-fuel subsidies, and creating 
regional mechanisms that ensure stable and accessible resources. 

We reiterate that the transition to low-carbon economies must be just, inclusive, and 
productive, promoting green development, regional integration, and quality jobs. We reject 
models that perpetuate Latin America and the Caribbean as exporters of “green 
commodities” and advocate for building regional value chains supported by productive 
development policies and regulatory frameworks that foster local production, scientific 
knowledge, and the diffusion of mitigation and adaptation technologies. 

We underline that environmental democracy, transparency, and social participation are non-
negotiable pillars. Decisions must be inclusive, evidence-based, and ensure gender equity, 
respect for indigenous rights, and their territories demarcation, guaranteeing free, prior and 
informed consultation and the fair sharing of benefits. 

We also reaffirm our active solidarity with the Small Island Developing States (SIDS) of the 
Caribbean, particularly exposed to extreme events and sea-level rise, and we stress the need 
to prevent any regression that may endanger the very existence of their territories and 
populations. 

4. Thematic Priorities for COP30 

We identify the following themes as central to the discussions to be held within the 
framework of COP30: 

Just Energy Transition: Given the region’s unique potential in solar, wind, biomass, 
geothermal and hydropower energy, as well as green hydrogen, we advocate participatory 
territorial planning, socio-environmental safeguards, and fair benefit-sharing. 

Strategic Minerals: We recognize that minerals such as lithium, nickel, niobium, and rare 
earth elements require regulatory frameworks ensuring that their extraction is carried out 
under sustainability and social justice criteria. Such frameworks should promote clean 
value chains, strengthen regional trade, ensure efficient water use, protect wetlands, and 
restore environmental liabilities, as well as encourage the recycling and reuse of critical 
materials. 

Methane: We emphasize the importance of establishing regional targets for methane 
emission reduction, accompanied by the creation of robust monitoring systems and sectoral 



 

plans in energy, agriculture, and waste management, with incentives for good practices and 
the use of biogas and composting. 

Biomes and Oceans: We highlight that climate stability requires zero deforestation, 
ecological restoration, sustainable management, and protection of marine, coastal and 
sensitive biomes, where new hydrocarbon projects should be avoided. 

Water as a Human Right: We believe that universal access to safe drinking water and 
sanitation must be a regional priority, based on climate-resilient water systems, protection 
of springs and aquifers, wastewater treatment, and strengthened participatory water 
governance. 

Sustainable Agriculture and Circular Economy: We support low-carbon practices, 
agroforestry systems, soil management, green public procurement, composting, and 
reverse logistics that generate jobs, reduce waste, and enhance food and energy security. 

Disaster and Risk Management: We emphasize the importance of early warning systems, 
wildfire prevention, and territorial response plans through inter-institutional coordination. 

Climate Displacement and SIDS: We support mechanisms for social protection, 
adaptation and resettlement financing, and active solidarity with Small Island Developing 
States in the Caribbean. 

Sustainable Urban Mobility and Logistics: We defend low-carbon public transport, fleet 
electrification, resilient infrastructure, and multimodal corridors. 

5. Parliamentary Mandates and Commitments 

Within our national and federal mandates, we commit to strengthening climate action 
through proactive, coordinated, and people-centered legislative engagement. 

We reaffirm our commitment to laws and policies built through social dialogue, 
transparency, and effective participation, incorporating contributions from civil society, 
indigenous peoples, academia, the productive sector, and gender perspectives. 

We advocate for anticipatory governance, capable of addressing long-term risks and 
opportunities and of building consensus that transcends governments and electoral cycles, 
in line with the Escazú Agreement. 

We prioritize the integration of the climate dimension into budget planning by proposing the 
use of clear markers and criteria to identify and assess public climate expenditures, promote 
transparency, and create parliamentary mechanisms to monitor mitigation, adaptation, and 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emission reduction targets. We will strengthen legislative oversight, 



 

ensuring coherence between national policies and international commitments, and support 
accountability for environmental crimes, with full protection for environmental defenders. 

We reiterate our commitment to articulate coherent climate policies across national, 
regional, and local levels and to integrate strategic sectors such as agriculture, energy, 
mobility, health, education, and water management. Only through a cross-sectoral and 
integrated public-policy approach will it be possible to ensure policy coherence, strengthen 
effectiveness, and align climate action with sustainable development and social justice. 

6. Interparliamentary Cooperation 

Interparliamentary cooperation is an essential pillar in the urgent response to the challenges 
and impacts of climate change. We recognize the existing interparliamentary bodies, 
ParlAmericas, the Latin American and Caribbean Parliament (Parlatino), the Andean 
Parliament, the Mercosur Parliament (Parlasur), and the Amazonian Parliament (Parlamaz), 
as strategic platforms for political dialogue, technical cooperation, and legislative 
convergence. In this spirit, we highlight the Declaration of the Amazonian Parliament for 
COP30, the Parliamentary Alliance for Climate Action and Just Transition launched by 
Parlatino with the participation of the OPCC, and the effort toward the formal recognition of 
parliamentarians in global climate governance through the creation of a parliamentary 
constituency within the UNFCCC. 

We commit to strengthening and expanding the Parliamentary Observatory on Climate 
Change and Just Transition (OPCC) as a platform for dialogue and cooperation, supported 
by an active network of parliamentarians, a public repository of legislative data, and a peer-
review space that fosters mutual learning. The OPCC reaffirms its mission to connect 
parliamentarians, strengthen capacities, and promote climate justice, helping place Latin 
America and the Caribbean as beacon of dialogue, solidarity, and sustainable solutions for 
the world. 

Finally, we reiterate our invitation to parliamentarians worldwide, international institutions, 
governments, the private sector, and civil society to join efforts for a development model that 

ensures a More Just Climate Future. Latin America and the Caribbean reaffirm their 

determination to lead by example with political courage and solidarity, transforming 
cooperation into action and hope into tangible results for the planet. 

 

 

 



 
 
 

Sign this Declaration: 

Member of Parliament (PARLASUR) Cecilia Nicolini, Parliament of Mercosur (PARLARUR) 
Argentina 

National Deputy Maximiliano Ferraro, Argentina 

National Senator Edith Elizabeth Terenzi, Argentina 

Senator Cecilia Isabel Requena Zarate, Bolivia 

Federal Deputy Célia Xakriabá, Brazil 

Federal Deputy Túlio Gadêlha Sales de Melo, Brazil 

Federal Deputy Elvino José Bohn Gass, Brazil 

Federal Deputy Celia Xakriabá, Brazil 

Senator of the Republic Maria Teresa Leitão de Melo, Brazil 

Federal Deputy Dandara Tonantzin Silva Castro, Brazil 

Federal Deputy Maria do Socorro Neri Medeiros de Souza, Brazil 

Federal Deputy Nilto Ignacio Tatto, Brazil 

Senator Leila Gomes de Barros Rêgo, Brazil 

Senator Fabiano Contarato, Brazil 

Senator Jaques Wagner, Brazil 

State Deputy Guilherme Cortez, São Paulo/Brazil 

City Councilor Raone Cassin Maia Ferreira, Volta Redonda, Rio de Janeiro/Brazil 

Federal Deputy Duda Salabert Rosa, Brazil 

City Councilor Herbert Santo de Lima, São Lourenço, Minas Gerais/Brazil 

Federal Deputy Lídice Da Mata e Souza, Brazil 

City Councilor Sul Franklin Schmalz da Rosa, Dourados, Mato Grosso/Brazil 

Federal Deputy Luciene Cavalcante da Silva, Brazil 

City Councilor Breno Viana de Mendonça, Aracaju, Sergipe/Brazil 

Federal Deputy Benedita Souza da Silva Sampaio, Brazil 



 
 
 
Federal Deputy Eduardo Bandeira de Mello, Brazil 

Federal Deputy Fernando Mineiro, Brazil 

Special Envoy of the Premier Benito Wheatley, British Virgin Islands 

Senator Ricardo Lagos Weber, Chile 

Senador da República David Sergio Sandoval Plaza, Chile 

Senador da República Alfonso de Urresti Longton, Chile 

Senador da República Juan Ignacio Latorre Riveros, Chile 

Representante da Câmara Juan Carlos Losada Vargas, Colombia 

Representante da Câmara Yenica Sugein Acosta Infante, Colombia 

Deputy Carlos Felipe García Molina, Costa Rica 

Deputy Leslye Bojorges León, Costa Rica 

President of Parlatino Rolando González, Cuba 

Assembly Member María Verónica Iñiguez Gallardo, Ecuador 

Assembly Member Rosa Cecilia Baltazar Yucailla, Ecuador 

Deputy Samuel Andrés Pérez Alvarez, Guatemala 

Senator Carolina Viggiano Austria, Mexico 

Deputy María I. De La Luz Rivas, Mexico 

Deputy Roberto Zúñiga, Panama 

Congress Member Margot Palacios Huamán, Peru 

Congress Member Magally Santisteban Suclupe, Peru 

Congress Member Ruth Luque Ibarra, Peru 

Deputy Elianne Castro Pisciottano, Uruguay 

Deputy Sylvia Ibarguren Gauthier, Uruguay 

Deputy Estela Agripina Pereyra Cardozo, Uruguay 

Deputy Juan José Olaizola, Uruguay 


